Mr. Dayton to Mr. Sewward.
[Extracts.]
. 488.] Paris, June 13, 1864.

Bir: I was on Saturday telegraphed EI{ our consular agent at Cherbourg
t u confederate vessel (supposed to be the Florida) had just anchored in that
rbor, Some two or three hours later in the day he telegraphed me as fol-

«Mhe rebel steamer is the Alabama, with thirty-eeven federal prisoners,
e has captured ship Rockingham, of New York, and a bark, off Cape of
od Hope.

“«EDWABRD LIAIS, Viee Comsul”

Iimmediatel;' telegraphed Captain Winslow, of United States ship Kear-
, now at I Iuahin%. (aptain Winslow has replied to me that “he will be
Cherbourg about Wedneaday." * b * T likewise immedi-
1y enclosed to M. Drouyn de 'Hoys minister of forcign affairs, a note of
rotest of like character as that made in the cases of the Florida and (feorgia,
copy of which is herewith enclosed. I thonght under all the circumstances
might be better not to neglect this, though the policy of the French govern-
nt had been announced in the case of the other vessels. But I remembered
at on one oceasion when, in the eourse of conversation about these vessels, I
aid to M. Drouyn de I'Huys they needed buat one ship more (the Alabama) to
ake the French ports a rendezvous for the entire rebel navy, and I thought
he would next be here, he hastily said, # M., I will not permit that vessel to
ome in.” It is just to say that this was not said by him, nor received by me,
a deliberate promise; it seemed rather an impulse, an outbreak of annoy-
nee at the use their ports were being put to, which he truly remarked could
ot be the result of aceident, but was obviously intended to beget trouble be-
tween France and the United Btates. Still the charactel of this vessel is so
ohnoxions, and &0 notorious, that it is possible they may exelude her; but, if
otherwise, it is well to know and understand that they will apply their rules in
the most extreme eascs.  If they act upon these principles they can scarcely
complain if we, in return, when occasion shall arise, apply the same to them-
gelves.

If any increase of our naval force on this coast is contemplated, as your late
despatch informs me, I hope that as little delay in sending it may decur as
possible. The arrival of the Alabama will spread nniversal dismay among
American shippers in these seas and all engaged in American trade-

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. L. DAYTON.

Hon. WiLniam H. SewarD,
Seeretary of Stale, e, Fe, §e

Paris, June 11, 186
Monstrvr LE MinisTRE : You have no doubt been informed that the

corsair, the Aiabama, arrived to-day at Cherbouwrg with thirty-seven fi
prisoners.

Like protests as made by me in the cases of the Florida and the Georgi
beg, for atill stronger reasons, to extend to the Alabama,

Aceept, sir, the assarance of highest consideration with which I have
honor to be, your excellency's very obedient servant,

) WM. L.
His Exeellency M. Drovyy pe 1"Huvs, DAYTON
Minister of Forcign Affairs, Paris.



Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward.

No. 491.] Pariz, June 17, 1864.

Bir : You will, doubtlesa, have received, before this, notice of the arrival
the Alabama in the port of Cherbourg, and my protest to this governmer
qﬁmnst the extension of any accommodations to this vessel, M. rouyn
PHuys yesterday informed me that they had made up their minds to th
course, and he ﬁnve me & copy of the written directions, given by the minis
of marine to the vice-admiral, waritime prefect at Cherbonrg, a tranelatio
of which accompanies this despatch. But he, at the same time, informed m
that the United States ship-of-war the Kesarsarge had appeared off the po
af Cherhourg, and there was danger of an immediate fight between those vessel
That the Alabama professes its entire rendiness to meet the Kearsarge, and h
helieved that each would attack the other as soon as they were three miles o
the const. That & sea fight would thus be got up in the face of France, an
ata :]mt.npcc from their coast within reach of the guna used on shiphoard in thes
days. That the distance to which the neutral right of an adjoining govern
ment extended itself from the coast was unsettled, and that the reason of th
old rules, which assumed that three miles was the outermost reach of & canno
shot, no longer existed, and that, in & word, a fight on or about such a distance
from their coast would be offensive to the digm of Franee, and they would
not permit it. I told him that no other rule Ll:an’iﬁle three-mile rule wus known
or recognized as a frinciple of international law; but if a fight were to take
F]ﬂ.cﬂj and we would lose nothing and risk nothing by its being farther off, I
d, of course, no objection. I had no wish to wound the euscept bilitivs of
France by getting up a ﬁﬁht within a distance which made the cannon shot
liable to fall on her const. I asked him if he would put his views and wishes on
this question in ‘Iﬂ“ll.ing, and he promised me to do so. I wrote to Captain Wins-
low this morning, and herewith enclose you a copy of my letter. I have carefully
avoided in this communication anything which would tend to make the Kear-
mlfﬁﬂ risk anything by yielding what seemed to me an admitted right.

o deliver this letter, and understand some other matters in respect to the
alleged sale of the elipper ehips at Bordeaux, I have sent my son to herbourg.
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, >
WM. L. DAYTON.

Hon. WiLLiam H. BeEwaro, 4., §e., §u.

M. Dayton to Copluin Winsine,

Sik: This will be delivered to you by my son and assistant seerctary of lo-
gation. I have had a conversation this afternoon with M. Drouyn de I"Huys,
miniater of Fnrsiin affairs. He 53&3 they have given the Alabama notice that
she must leave Cherbourg; but in the mean t'me you have come in and are watch-
ing the Alabama, and that this vessel is anxions to meet you, and he supposes
yonwill attack her as soon as she gets three miles off the coast. That this will
produee a fight which will be at best a fight in waters which may or may not be
French waters, as accident may determine. That it would be affensive fo the
ignity of France to bave a fight under such circumstances, and Franee will no
promit i, That the Alabama shall not attack you, nor you her, within the three
miles, or on or about that distance off.  Under such circumstances 1 do not Bup-
pose that they would have, on prineiples of international law, the least right to
interfere with you if three miles off the coust; but if you lose nothing by fighting
aix or seven miles off the const inetead of three, you had best do so. You know
better than I (who have little or no knowledge of the relative strength of the

vessels) whether the pretence of the Alabama of a readiness to meet you ia
than a pretence, and I do not wish you to sacrifice any advantage if you
e it. I suggeat only that you aveid all wanecessary trouble with France;
if the Alabama can {re- taken withont violating any rules of international law,
may be lost if ench a principle is yielded, you know what the government
uld expect of you, You will, of course, yield no real advantage to which you
entitled, while you ave careful to so act as to make, wselessly, no nonecesear
plications with the government. T ought to add that Mr. Seward’s despatch,
ted May 20, 1864, was in the following words: “The Niagara will proceed
th as much despatch as possible to cruise in European waters, and that the
gtator, 2o goon as she ghall be ready for sea, (which 15 expected to be quite soon,)
H follow her, unless, in the mean time, adviees from yourself and Mr. Adams
all be deemed to furnish reasons for a change of purposein that respect.” That
u mey undersiand exaetly the econdition of things here in regard to the Ala-
ms, I send you herewith a mpﬁuf a communication from the miniater of
rine of the naval prefect at Cherbourg, furnished me by the minister of foreign
1TH,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. L. DAYTON.

Captain WinsLow,
United States Ship Kearsarge,



o Minister of the Mariue and the Colonies to Monsisur the Fice- Admiral, maritime prefect at
Cherbourg.

[Translation. ]

CasxeT oF THE MINisTER,
Paris, June 15, 1864-=noon,

We cannot permit the Alabama to enter inte one of onr basina of the arsenal,
at mot being indispensable to place it in a state to go again to sea. This vessel
an address itself to commerce, {commercial accommodations,) for the urgent re-
pairs it has need of to enable it to go out; but the prineiples of neutrality, recalled
n my circalar of the 5th of February, do not permit us to give to one of the
belligerents the means to augment its forees, and in some sort to rebuild itself:
in fine, it is not proper that one of the belligerents take, without ceasing, our
ports, and especially our arsenals, as a base of their operations, and, so to say,
as one of their own proper ports.

You will dbserve to the captain of the Alabama that he has not been forced
to eneiﬁr l]i::||t.<1| Ghe;i::::ilrg Er any secidents of tlif: gea, and that be eould altagether
28 W ave touched at the ports of Spaid or Por , of En, . i
and of Holland, P P S0 SRR

As to the prisonera made by the Alabama, and who have been placed ashors,
they are free from the time they have touched our soil ; but they onght not to
be delivered up to the Kearsarge, which is a federal ship-of-war. This would
be fnrﬁﬂ:a Kearsarge an angmentation of military foree, and we can no more per-
mit this for one of the belligerents than for the other.

Mr. Daytoa to Mr. Seward.

Hué 1?42.%3:?- s dosoateh sont N Pamis, June 20, 1804,
sent you by the last steamer, T informed

w::ia ::Lhutlmpntad E:tweeu the United States ship Kaaraa:;;n ani' ?Eath;faﬁlflgn]:f
and that I had, after a conference with M. Dronyn de I'Huys, sent my son to

bourg with a communication for Captain Winslow. He arrived there at
p- m. Our vice-consul, MecLain, wEu has been at all times prompt and
cient, was at the depot watching for mea supposed to be coming to the Ala-
from the Rap nock ; none, however, came. The vice-consul applied
the maritime prefect to receive my son, who, when informed that he was the
of despatebes from me for Captain Winslow, said be would give him a
it to go off to the Kearsarge next morning at 7% g'clock. The next morn-
g he did so, the ship then lying some six or seven miles off at sea. He found
t the prefect had himself already communicated the wishes of this govern-
ent as to the distance within which it wished a fight should not occur. The
ext information I received was at about half past 2 p. w. on Bunday, by tele-
ram from my son, in these words: “ Cherbourg, 19th June, 1864, 1 o'clock
9! —The Kearsarge sunk the Alabama this morning, after a fight of one hour
nd & half. The Alabama sunk five miles from the shore.”” This was eonfirmed
a sccond telegram, somewhat later in the day, with the additional informa-
ion that he had been on board the Kearsarge since the fight; that but three of
er seamen were wounded ; no officers were injured ; that there was no import-
nt damage to the Kearsarge; that they taken sixty-five prisoners, but
hat Capiain Semmes and his first lieutenant had made their escape on board

English yacht. For the nationality of this yacht he must have depended, I
presume, upon the information derived from those around him. It is by him
received, therefore, with proper cantion. I subsequently received from him a
hastily written letter, dated Sunday, } before 2 p. m., in which he tells me that
from an elevated position near Cherbourg he saw the entire fight—that it lasted
an hour and a half, at the end of which the Alabama tried to run away, but
could not escape. The Kearsarge pursued, apparently, he says. She then
surrendered, for the firing ceased. )E few minutes after two boats were seen to
Ent off from the Kcarsarge, but before they could reach the Alabama she went

own in a second, apparently without anything on board.

In the momning of the same day I received from Captain Winslow a telegram
in these words : * Alabama is sank ; had I not better parole prisoners, as they
incumber us for want of accommodations! Immediate ansWwer” To this I

ied: “ By no means. To parcle your prisoners would be to admit the

bama a regular ship of-war. Our government has always denied this. The
St. Lonis will be at Cherbourg in a short time and relieve you of your incom-
brance, if you wish it.”




L received a subsequent telegram on_the same subject, and then wrote to
Captain Winslow a letter, of which I send you, herowith, a copy. I have just
learned from an cye-witness that a few of the dead and wounded from the
Alabama were on the Kearsarge after the fight. 1 do not, however, suppose
there was great loss of life even on board the Alabama. It is reported ten were
killed besides those drowned, but this comes from confederate authority, and I
bave no great confidence in the accuracy of the statement. The destroction of
this vessel off the French coast has exeited a great sensation here, and will help
to redeem our naval prestige, much diminished abroad of late years. It is but
just that I should say that Captain Winslow has been “’“"f prompt and effi-
cient since the arrival of the Alabama in European, waters. lmmediately upon
being informed by our consul at Cherbourg, on June 11, that the Alabama bad
arrived there, I telegraphed the fact to the Kearsarge, at Flushing. He answered
on the 12th that he would be off Gherhnuriabom Wednesday—and he was there.
He did not enter the port, %whic’h would have subjocted hiim to the application
of the twenty-four hour rule,) but laid off beyond the three-miles Iimm—e.cmﬂ-_a-
times even ont of sight. My son was informed that Semmes had instructed his
agent in Cherbourg to inform Captain Winslow that the presence of the Kear-
sarge off Cherbourg was an insult ! and he intended to come out and meet him.
And it is just to say he did so, boldly, in broad daylight, aceompanied by a

French man-of-war to the distance of at least three miles, to see, doubiless.
the three-mile rule was respected, when she left him, and the battle soon eo
menced. The whole affair was clearly visible to all those well placed on t
shore. Many boats went off tnwarj;.. its close, and helped to pick up t
swimming and drowning men. Some were brought by onr own IlaJo
» Bome were carried on shore, and some got off in an English ves
and were landed, I am informed by telégram, at Southampton. I have writte
you a rambling despatch, becanse in this way only conld I gend to you
facts which I thought it might be of interest for you to know.
I am, sir, your obedient servant, )
WM. L. DAYTON.

Hon. Winiam H. Sewann,
Secretary of State, &e., §e., &e.

Mr. Duyton to Captain Winslow,

Panis, June 19, 1864,

My Dear Sir: Permit me to offer you, your offieers and crow, my hearty
congratulations upon your succees, this morning, in deatroying the Alabama—
that pest of the seas. You could have rendered to your country, I am sure,
no servies mors acceptable than this; every loyal American will receive a
knowledge of the fact with gratification and joy. I am bappy in being able, as
an organ of my countrymen, to tender to you thus promptly their thanks and
congratulations. I am sure I ean buot express, very feebly by anticipation,
their thanks and good wirhes.

Your telegram as to the question of paroling your prisoners was not received
in time to get off an answer which can be received to-night, the office at
Cherbourg not being open, a8 T am informed, to receive despatches after 9 p. m.
I tr.ulwgraghed you, however, that you had better not parole your prisoners,
because our government had always refuged to consider the Alabama a regulat
ehip-of-war; and to dizcharge these prisoners on their parcle would be to con-

e to them a right which the guvemmant had, in effect, denied they were
entitled to, The respongibility of* determining the status I thought most pru-
dent should be left to the government itself, e St. Louis was, two days ago,
on its way to Cadiz and é'l:?m*buurg. and would, if necessary, relieve your decks
of their incumbrances. FPlease report to me the circumstances under which
Captain Semmes and lientenant escaped on the English yacht referred to in the
telegram from my son.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. L. DAYTON.
Captain Winsvow, UL 8. Skip Kearsarge.

My, Dayton to Mr, Seward,

Ko. 493] Paris, June 22, 1564,
Sik: My son returned from Cherbourg last night by way of Havre, to which
latter plaee, at the request of our vice-consul at Cher ourg, he had gone with
the 37 prisoners brought into Cherbourg by the Alabama ; these persons he left
with Mr. Putnam, eur consul at Havre, and then returned immediately to Paris.
It may not bo amiss to state some additional facts communicated to my son
while at Cherbourg in reference to the Alabama and Kearsarge. He was on
board the latter immediately after the fight, and while there he waa informed




at the Alabama had formally surrendered. That an officer had come on board
o Kearsarge, said they had surrendered, that they were in a sinking condition,
d asked assistance to save the crew, That this was at once granted. Their
had been hauled down, but having no white flag at hand, they had torn off
o coloved part and used the white remoant for this parpose. That in the mean
e, and the surrender, the English yacht Deerhound came near the Kear-
rge, and was asked by Qaptain Winelow, from motives of humanity, to help
em pick up the erow of the Alabama. That they said they would do so.
hey then proceeded towards the Alabama, and pieked up 2 number of the
flicers and crew, but instead of delivering them to the Kearsarge, as under the
ircumetances the officers of the last-named ship thought them bound in honor
do, they steamed off, and made their escaps with the prisoners towards the
inglish coast. Captain Winslow says he would have stopped or followed them,
ut while he observed them bearing off, he supposed tﬁ]ﬁ}' might be lookin
bout for others yet etruggling or Aoating in the water; that he never dreame
hat this vessel, belonging to & rfﬁumhlu yacht club, eould aet so dishonorably,
ut the impression now is that the yacht was present there by concert with
emmes, and with a view not only to see the fight, but to aid the crew of the
bama if occasion should arise for it. As soms evidence of the relationship
etween these parties, the prisoners taken on hoard the Kearsarge from the
labama :2.{ that Semmes did not, before going out to fight, deposit the chro-
en by him from vessela deetroyed with the Brazil consul or
ther partics at Gharb-oui%;as reported in the journals, but that he did deposit
of money and jewelry. That the chronometers he
had gollected were, about 3 a. m. of the day of the fight, put on board this
English yacht. The yacht preceded him to sea on the morning of the fight
only about half an hour, and communicated with him apparently as he came out,
he damages to the Kearsarge are entirely unimportant. She is ready again
for service ; she was tonched by 28 shot in all ; uiggt shots only struck her hull,
four of these lodged there; one shell lodged, and still remains unexploded inher
'rudder port ; port boat aft was struck twice, one shot went throngh the smoke-
stack, one through the engine-room sky-light. All the rest hit in the r:igginf.
The Alabama fired 18 shots before the Kearsarge veturned the fire; the vessels
nearing each other gradually. The Kearsarge fired in all 173 shots. The Ala-
bama fired many more, but her fiving was wild, while the practice of the Kear-
sarge was excellent.
learn from my son that Captain Winslow not receiving an{l despatch as to
pmlin§ his prisoners until 11 o'clock at night of the day of the fight, (which
waa earlier 1£:n I aupposed he would get it,) and being inconvenienced for want
of aceommodations, paroled the men, who were his prisoners, though not the offi-
cers, five of whom are yet with him. He put the men on shore that wight.
Perhaps he was right and I was wrong; at all events, it closes, as to the men,
for the im:aant. a question which might have been troublesome.

am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. L. DAYTON.

Hon. Wituiam H. Sswarp,
Secretary of State, e, dv. §e.



THE ALABAMA.
The following ia the official report of Qaptain Semmes

. SovrraMPTON, June 21, 1864.

Bir: I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with my intention
s previously announced to you, I eteamed out of the harbor of Cherbourg be-
ween nine and ten o’clock on_the morning of June 19, for the purpoze of en-
ing the enemy’s steamer Kearsarge, which had been lying off and on the
t for aeveral daya previously, After clearing the harbor we deseried the
nemy with his head off shore, at a distance of abont nine miles, We wers
e-quarters of an honr in coming up with him. I had previously pivoted my
ns to starboard, and made all my p ions for engaging the enemy on
t side. When within about 2 mile and a quarter of the enemy he suddenly
wheeled, and bringing his head in-shore, presented his starboard battery to me,
By this time we were distant about one mile from each other, when T opened
on him with eolid shot, to which he replied in a few minutes, and the engage-
ment became active on both sides. The enemy now pressed his ship under a
full head of steam, and to prevent our passing each other too epeedily, and to
keep our respective broadsides bearing, it beecame necossary to fight in a cirele;
the two ships steaming around a common centre, and preserving a distance from
each other of from a quarter to half a mile. When we got within good shell-
range we opened upon him with shell. Bome ten or fifteen minutes after the
commencement of the action our spanker gaff was shot away, and our ensign
came down by the run. This was immediately replaced by another at the miz-
genmast head. - The firiog now became very hot, and the enemy's shot and
ghell soon began to tell upon our hull, knocking down, killing and disabling a
number of men in different parts of the ghip. Perceiving that our hell, though
n pmutli,v exploding againet. the enemy's sides, were doing but little damage,
Ipmtumm tosolid-ehot fiving, and from this time onward alternated with shot and
shell. After the lapse of about one hour and ten minutes our ship was aseer-
tained to be in & einking condition, the enemy’s shell having exploded in onr
sides and between decks, opening large apertures, through which the water
rushed with great rapidity. For some few minntes T had hopes of being able to
reach the Fremch coast, for which purpose I g]n.\rlx the ship all steam, and set
such of the fore and aft sails as were available. The ship filled g0 rapidly,
however, that before we had made much progress the fires were extinpnizhed
in the furnaces, and we were evidently on the point of sinking. I now haunled
down my colors to prevent the further destraction of life, and despatehed a boat
to inform the enemy of our condition. Altheugh we were now but fonr hundred

ards from each other, the enemy fired upon me five times after my colors had

en struck, dangeronsly wounding several of my mon. Tt is charitable to sup-
pose that a ship-of-war of a Christian nation could not have done this intention-
ally, We now turned all our exertiona towards the wounded, and such of the

boys of the ehip as were unable to swim. Theee were despatched inmy qn
boats, the only boats remaining to me, the waist boats baving been torn
ieces.

F Some twenty minutes after my furnace fires had been extinguished, and

ghip being on the point of settling, every man, in obedience to a previous or
which ]Jag been given to the crew, jumped overboard and endeavored to sa
himself, There was no appearance of any boat coming to me from the ene
until after the ship went down. Fortunately, however, the steam yacht De
hound, owned by a genileman of Lancashire, England, Mr, John Lancaat
who was himself on board, steamed up in the midst of my drowning men
rescued 8 number of both officers and men from the water. I was fortuna
enough myself thus to escape to the shelter of the neutral flag, together wi
abent forty others, all teld.  About this time the Kearsarge sent one, and th
tardily, another boat.

Ancumpan}'irg you will find lists of the killed and wounded, and of tho
who were picked up by the Deerhound, The remainder, there is reason
hope, were picked up by the enemy, and by a couple of French pilot-boa
which were also fortunately near the scene of action, At the end of the
gagement it was discovered, by those of our officers who went alongside th
enemy’s ship with the wounded, that her midship section on both sides wa
thoroughly iron-coated, this having been done with chains constructed for
purpoee, placed endicnlarly from the rail to the water’s edge; the whol
covered over byﬁin outer planking which pave no indication of the arme
beneath. This planking had been ripped off in every direction by our shot a
ghell, the chain broken and indented in many places, and forced partly into th
ehip's side. Bhe was most effectually guarded, however, in this section
penetration. The enemy was muneh damaged in other parte, but to what ex
tent it is now impessible to tell ; it is believed he was badly erippled.




My officers and men behaved steadily and gallantly, and though they have
Toat their sbip, they have not lost honor. Where all hehaved so well it woul
b invidions to particularize; but I cannot deny myself the pleasure of saying
that Mr. Kell, my first lientenant, deserves great eredit for the fine condition in
which the ship went into aetion, with regard to her ba » magazine, and|
ehell-rooms; also that he rendered me great assistance by his coolness and
jua}ﬁmnt as the fight proceeded.

he enemy was heavier than myeclf both in ship, battery, and crew, but I
did not know until the action was over that she was also iron-clad. Our total
loss in killed and wounded is thirty, to wit, nine killed and twenty-one
wounded.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. SBEMMES, Captain.

P. 8—Captain Winslow has come up to Paris; the Kearsarge is yet at

erhourg, ready for sea.

I have received a telegram from Flushing advising me of the arrival of the
iagara at Antwerp. lam glad she is there. There ia little doubt an effort
being made to farnish Captain SBemmes with another ship. I enclose yon a
ip eut from Le France of this morning, which purports to give some details.
t would seem that it is taken for granted that the men paroled will PaYy o
trention to their parole. I had heard this before, bot eonld not eredit it.

- [Translation. ]
THE ALABAMA,

They write us from Cherbourg that the greater part of the seamen of the
labama have left that +:it._§f1 after having received one month’s pay and their
travelling expenses. They have rw;iveds the orders of their captain, and have
kept spcret EEB name of the port at which they are to meet again.
tain Bemmes has not left England. ga has ealled near him those of
his officers to whom he has intrusted the armament of the new veasel of which
he will soon take the command. According to the information which we have
been enabled to obtain, the new Alubama will be a amall, sharp-built corvette,
with covered blinde within, and provided with a powerful battery. Captain
Bemraes has, it i8 said, ordered to be privately n:ulgg three pivot guns capable
of t.hruwi.uﬁ hellow projectiles of 170 pounds Evglish, and solid ghot of 220
ounds. His erew, which consisted of 142 men, m‘g!} be increased to 172 mes.
his information ie positive. We are entirely ignorant of the port where the
vessel is to be fitted out, but it is probable that no degree of watchfulness will
prevent her from taking the sea.

The confederates have no large squadrons like their adversaries, and, in order
to injure them effectually, they have armed, as privateers, a portion of their
war veaaels, which are manned by picked officers and crews. The Alabama
was o equipped. That vessel was entered on the register of the sonthern nav
as No. 87 ; the Florida, 8o known, was set down aza No, 83, Sheis nummmdﬂﬁ'
by a captain of a frignte. The war of these privateers is terrible to the com-
meree of the north, to which it causes enormous loszes. In the actual state of

things, this warfare is completely lawful. It is the same warfare which F
waged with so much suceess agninst England under the Empire, and we
the high estimation in which Napoleon the First held the celebrated Sureo
upon whora he bestowed the cross of the legion of honor. This estimation
resent Emperor has continued to hold for his memory, and he has desired
Eiﬂ name should be given to one of the vessels of the imperial navy. One
our most effiecient corvettes is called the Surconf, and alao two of our ghips-
the-line are called the Jean-Bart and the Dugunay-Trouyn. These facts

he known. -
Semmes, the commander of the Alabama, has been acensed of having can

his prisoners to be put in irons. This accusation deserves a short and irrefu
ble explanation. The hatred which the people of the north have for the peo
of the south, and reciprocally, is known. The war which they are w
against ons another catises these passionate feelings to be greatly aggravate
They both treat, by reciproeity, their prisoners of war with a harshness wl
is unknown in Euorope. : )
Captain Semmes 18 known for his humanity. Numerous facts prove it; |
on one oceasion the confederate corvette, Jefierson Davis, fitted out a2 a priv
teer, was captured by a northern frigate. The commander of the privateer &
ten of her erew, who drew lots therefor, were put in irons. The government
Richmond being officially informed of this fact, ordered its officers to act in lik
manner for the period of six months. Itis proven that Bemmes only eo act
in compliance with higher orders izsued in consequence of & reciprocity.
Our information from Cherbourg makes known to us that the Kearsarge
still at that port, and that her repairs will not be completed befure the middl
of July. It has been found necessary, in order to have a duplicate thereof i
case of an accident, to have made, by private parties, one of the prineipal p

of her machinery. N —




Mr. Dayton to My, Sevward.

0. 497.] Paris, June 29, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to send you berewith a translation of a letter received

v my son from M. Dufour, surgeon-in-chief of the government hospital at

herbourg.

" A telegram received the night before last, from our viee-consul at Cherbourg,
atates that (Gowan, the scaman of the Kearsarge, most dangerously wnun&eﬁ.
hu.'ring a eompound fracture of the leg, is dead.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant.
WM. L. DAYTON.
Hon, WinLiam H. Bewarp,

Secretary of State, &v., §v., &e.

Surgeon Dufour to Mr. Dagtos,
Translstion. ]

CHERBOURG, June 23, 1864,

Sir: I am happy to give you favorable news of the three men of the Kear-
sarge, who were confided to my care, and whom yon saw during your visit at
Cherbourg. 'The one whose thigh and leg were serionsly injured is in as satis-
factory a state as possible, and I hope to be able to avoid an amputation, the 1esult
of which, as it would have to be made very high up, would he very uncertain.
The sergeant whose arm was amputated is not doing badly ; the last (the third)
will certainly recover.

Be pl to communicate this information to M. your father, and say to him
that everything which solicitude and most livel Eg’m atLies can impoes in the
way »f care will be given to the wounded which the fight has brought us. Be

pleased, also, to believe in the ¥eat pleasure I will have to complete
acquaintance when I shall go to Paris, If you need any further informa
write me.
Believe me your very devoted. I shake you cordially by the hand,
d U . DUFQUR,
1st Surgeon-in-chief of the Navy,
President of the Board of Health

Among the men of the Alabama, the one whose fore arm was erushed gi
me much anxiety ; the others much less,

My, Dayton te Mr. Seward.

0. 499.] Paris, June 30, 1864.
Bin : Upon the suggestions of Captain Winslow, now in Paris, I have written
letter o the minister of marine, expressing my thanks and high appreciation
f the humanity and kindness shown to the wounded at Cherbo y the sur-

and provost surgeon of the navy hospital at that port. Eneclosed I send
u a copy of the letter,

I am, sir, your obedient servant, .

WM. L. DAYTON.
Hon. Wiciram H. Sgwarb,

Secretary of State, &c., &, §e.

Panis, June 29, 1864,

Monsigvr Lt MiNisTRE : After the late combat between the Kearsarge and
Alabama, off Cherbourg, the three wounded men of thecrewof the Kearsarge, and
all the wounded men of the erew of the Alabama, in our possession, were placed
in hospital at Cherbourg. Since that time they have received the constant care
‘and attention of Mounsienr Dufour, surgeon-in-chief of the marine, and of Mon-
sienr Aubin, surgeon of the second elass, provost to the hospital of the marine.

I beg, as well in behalf of these unfortunate sufferers as of my governmeat,
to express my thanka and high appreciation of the humanity and kindness
which have marked the conduct of Messrs, Dufour and Aubin in the discharge
of their professional duties in behalf of these unfortunate men.

* Ibave the honor to be your most obedient servant, '

WM. L. DAYTON.
The MiNisTER oF THE MaARINE, de., &2, e




Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward.

No. 501.] : Paris, July 1, 1864,

8ir: Captain Winelow, of the United States ship Kearsarge, which is yet
at Cherbourg, came to Parle some days sines with a view, as he ioforms me, to
consult some distinguished oceulist residing here. He has been received by the

Americans of Paris with great attention and respect. A dinner, attended
many Americans now here, was given to him and two of his officers on yes
day, which passed off with much eclat. The naval guests have made a
favorable impression on all those with whom they came in contact.

I was yesterday telegraphed by Mr. Pike from the Hague, * Prussian
'-l'or.tflfi-.J Yeddo i rt:p-u;t.cd urrIvesill in b’;l;ﬂ Weisar.”

The newspapers have recen n alleging & sals of these vessels at
degux to Prossia. It may be E%. wene =

1 am, sir, your obedient servant,

WM. L. DAYTON
Hon. WiLtiam H. Sewasp, &, &, Sv.

Mr. Sewward to Mr. Dayton,

No, 597.] DEFARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 2, 1864,
Bir: I have received your despatch of the 13th of June, No. 488, which i
forms me of the arrival of the Alabama at Cherbourg, and which iz accompani
by the protest you delivered on that occasion to M. Drouyn de I'Huys, T
proceeding is ap&mved. 1 have laid your communication before my eoll
the head of the Navy Department, and I shall be able, before the departare
the mail on Monday next, to give you information of his views in regard
naval demonstrations in European waters.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEEWARD,
WitLiam L. Davron, Esq. &c., ., §r.

Myr. Dayton to Mr. Seward.
No. 511.] Paris, July 14, 1864,
Sin: I have the honor to enclose herewith a translation of a communication
just received from the French minister of the marine and the colonies, being an
acknowledgment of the receipt of my note of thanks to Messra. Dufour and
Aubin, surgeons at the navy hospital at Cherbourg, for their kindoess to our
sailors after the lato fight between the Kearsarge and the Alabama.

1 am, eir, your obedient servant, WAL L. DAYTON.

Hon, WiLLiam H. BewarD,
Secretary of State, §en §o. §v.

M. P. de Chasseloup-Laubat to Mr. Dagton.
[Translation. }

TEPARTMENT OF THE MariNE axD THE CoLONIES,
Paris, July 7, 1864.
Monsieva L MivisTRe: I received the letter which you did me the honor
to write to me on the 20th of June last, on account of the care given at the
navy hospital at Cherbourg to the American sailors who were wounded in the
fight between the Kearsarge and the Alabama.

ccording to your desire I have taken true pleasurein transmitting to Messrs.
our and Anbin, surgeons of the imperial navy, the thanks which you have

pleased to address me in the nare of the government of the United States,
ing me to extend them to thess gentlemen.
ecept, Monsiear le Ministre, the apsurance of my high consideration,

Ministre, Becretary of State, of the Navy, and of the Colonies,
P. DE CHASSELOUP-LAUBAT.
¢ MinisTER of the United States, at Paria.




